The government has confirmed that an additional 7000 women in the United Kingdom could be affected by the scandal, which emerged last year when it became known that the now bankrupt French company had used non-medical grade silicone.
The NHS in England has advised women with the implants not to have them removed automatically but to seek clinical advice and, when advised to do so, have them removed. In cases where the devices were originally implanted by the NHS (often after mastectomy for cancer) women are also entitled to have them replaced by the NHS.
The Department of Health this week announced that in addition to the 40 000 UK women thought to have had the PIP implants since 2001, it is possible that an additional 7000 women may be affected. French authorities said previously that only PIP breast implants used after 2001 may contain unauthorised silicone gel, but after an investigation by the UK regulator the Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency the French authorities reported that PIP implants made before 2001 may also contain the same gel, possibly affecting 7000 more UK women. The agency has issued a medical device alert.
The Department said the extra 7000 women were also entitled to help from the NHS, and it expected the private sector to provide the same appropriate after care to patients it had treated.
Women who find that their private clinic no longer exists or refuses to help them can approach the NHS to have their PIP implants removed, if this is deemed to be clinically necessary.
An independent expert group, led by Bruce Keogh, medical director of the NHS in England, is in the midst of a review looking into the issue, which is due to report back next year.
Sally Davies, England's chief medical officer, who has written to all GPs to advise them of the development, said, "The expert group advises that there is no evidence to suggest that every woman with a PIP implant should have them removed. But we know this is a worrying time for them and want them to be able to see a GP or specialist to get reassurance and have them removed if necessary."
The health secretary, Andrew Lansley, said, "The French regulator has confirmed that more women may be affected by the criminal activity of the French breast implant manufacturer PIP. These women are the victims of a fraudulent company, and I know this situation is causing a huge amount of anxiety.
"I want to reassure those affected by the news today that they will be provided with all the help they need from the NHS. We are still working to get private clinics to live up to their responsibilities and look after their patients."
The latest data from the health department show that between 6 January and 11 March 4872 women who had their implantations done privately have been referred to the NHS for help. For those women, 2393 scans have been carried out, and a decision has been taken to remove the implants in 252 cases, of which 64 procedures have taken place so far.
Of the 748 women who had PIP implantations done on the NHS, 37 scans have been carried out, with a decision made to remove the implants in 112 cases.
The chief medical officer's letter is at www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/ groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/documents/digitalasset/dh_133075. pdf.
The Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency medical device alert is at www.mhra.gov.uk/home/groups/dts-bs/documents/ medicaldevicealert/con146703.pdf. 
